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[CONSIDERATIONS 


Upon the Uſe of 
BEACO NS, Cc. 


May it pleaſe your Lp, . 
* N caſe of the ſudden Invaſion + 
l of any Part of the King's 
Dominions, a very commend- 
able Method obtain'd in the 
' Days of Yore, of alarming 
the Country by lighting up of Fires on the 
Tops of Hills, and eminent Places, as 
Signals of an approaching Enemy. In I- 
mitation of which goqd Old Cuſtom, the 
A 3: Mayor 


(4) 

- Mayor of a certain MaritimeTown (at the 
time of the late Rebellion) gave Orders 
for the firing of a couple of Barrels of 
Pitch upon the Top of the Caſtle, as a 
Token that the' Pretender was within a 
few Leagues of Landing upon that 
Coaſt ; and that his Squadron ſeem'd to 
make directly into their Harbour. The 
Ships indeed that occaſion'd this Com- 
buſtion, proved to be a Fleet of laden 


Colliers; yet cannot I for the Life of me 


accuſe the then Ruler of that Diſtri& as 
an unprovident Perſon, or ridicule his re- 


markable Circumſpection and Forecaſt, 


as a fruitleſs Precaution. On the con- 
trary, when he deliver d up his Ac- 
counts at the End of his Mayoralty, 
no one more willingly allow'd the ſame 
than my ſelf. Not one ſingle Article 
did I diſpute ; no not the very Five 


Pound which he had charged for Bea- 


conage. Tho' I muſt confeſs, I under- 
ſtood not the Import -of that Word, till 
I caſually obſerv'd that he had unfolded 
the myſterious Term in an Explanatory 
Note on the Margin of his Book ; where 

theſe 
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theſe Words were written, An Expente | 


for Pitch to alarm the apron 


There was bee one ning ſtump- 
footed; canting old Sot of an Alderman, 
that ſhewed the leaſt Uneaſineſs at the 
honeſt well- meaning Mayor's Accounts. 
And this ſame diſſatisfied Grumbletonian, 
being aPerſon that generally talk'd much, 
but little to the Purpoſe ; at length 
broke Silence; and, after the manner of 

a true Hypocrite, began his Harangue 
in a ſoft and tickling kind of Panegyrick 
upon the general good Conduct of our 
late Governcur; thank d him for his great 
Care of the Corporation; ; for the En- 
couragement he had given to Vertue, by 
his own exemplary Behaviour, and for 
his diſcouraging of Vice and Profaneneſt, 
by putting the Laws in Execution againſt 
all obſtinate and enormous Offenders ; 
for his Vigilance in ſuppreſſing of all man- 
ner of Tumults and Inſurrections, when 
any ſuch threaten'd the Peace and Quiet 
of the Neighbourhood ; and for his fru- 
gal Management of the Publick Caſh, 

Or 


we 


„ au 

or Towyn· Stock, that had paſs'd through his 
Hands during the time of his being in 
Office. But in the End, all this Horny 


* 


was turn d into ſomething elſe; into 


ſomething that was of the ſame Colour 
indeed, but of a quite different Nature, 
and Taſte, and Smell, as one might 
partly gueſs by the Steam it ſent forth, 
The pretended Dove began to ſhew that 
he had a Gall: His Feathers had Edges 


keen enough to have flit a Man's Gullet ; 


and, notwithſtanding the oily Werds of 


this old Smocth-boots, it plainly appear d 


that he had Swords and War in his 
Heart. 


In ſhort, after he had flouriſh'd a con- 
ſiderable while upon the excellent Qua- 
lities of the late Mayor, be fell by de- 
grees to Threats, and at laſt to down 
right Scolding, and calling of Names: 


And all this, as far we cou'd perceive, 


1 the ſole Account of the Article of 


eaccnage. For God's ſake Sir (ſaid he) 
why was all this Waſte made? Why 


mult you needs light pp two Barrels of 


Pitch, 


ih af 
Pitch, when one might have ſerv'd the 
turn? Sure you was minded to make a 


n 
yy | Blaze ſufficient to frighten all the good 
o | People in the Neighbourhood, inſtead 
ir | of calling them in to our Aſſiſtance, in 
e, | Cale the Chevalier had in reality been 
ht | ſo near our Coyy-holds as you fool- 
h. | iſhly imagin d. Therefore let me tell 
at | you Mr. Wiſeacre (continued he) That 
es | fuch a Gooſe- cap as you ought in my 
; Judgment to be puniſh'd as a Publick 
* [ncendiary; or at leaſt be Proſecuted at 
d | the common Expence, as a ſuſpicious 
his || Perſon, and as one who had Deſigns of 
I ſetring the Town on Fire under the Pre- 
text, forſooth, of Acting for it's Defence 
on- and WAY. 
a- 
"es This ſcurrilous Deportment of the 
wn | Splenetick Old Gentleman began by this 
nes: time to ſtir the Choler of the whole 
arg Fraternity of Aldermen, Common-Coun- 
7 cil, Conſtables, and all the worthy 


| he) nee of that ancient Bod)- Corporate. 
Why For by ſome ſarcaſtical Expreſſions which 


s of Ule had let fall, they found Themſelves 
itch, | too 


By 
too ſenſibly reflected upon; and that 
their own Reputations were wounded 
thro' the ſides of the- late Mayor. 
They remonſtrated in their turns how 
Obnoxious he had made himſelf to the 
whole. Body by his Ill conduct, and un- 
charitable Surmizes in the Affair under 
their preſent Conſideration. And how 
flagrantly (even before his Admiſſion 
as a Member) he had Vilified and De- 
famed the ancient Rights and Priviledges 
of the-Town. How, at the ſame time, 
he left no Stone unturn' d to Advance | 
himſelf to ſome” Publick Station in the 
Corporation; which at long run he ha p- 
pily effected, and by his fawning - and 
cringing, and time: ſerving Tricks, got 1 
himſelf choſen Alderman. They re- 
minded him of his inſolent Carriage after 
his Election; and of his tranſgre ſſing the 
Rules of Charity, by Miſrepreſenting 
the Words and. Actions of the whole 
Brother hood in general, and more parti- 
cularly of the honeſt Gentleman, whoſe 
Accounts they had now before them. 


Andi in the Concluſion unanimouſly hay 
te 
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[9] 
ted him a Diſturber of the Corporation, 
and unworthy. to wear the Robes that 
belong d to * as a Badge of his Of- 
fice. And having maturely conſidered 
the good Intentions, and honeſt Mean- 
ing of the Defendant, not only allow'd 
his Bill for Beaconage, but gave him the 
Thanks of the Houſe for the Vigilence 
and Care he had ſhewn -thro' the whole 
Courſe of his Mayoralty. 


| * pon this there enſued a general Huz- 
za, in token of the Approbation of all 
the unprejudiced Spectators. And, the 


the Chairman having diimiſsd the Aſſembly, 


Old Hunks was obliged. to ſneak off with- 
out Replying to the Charge; having on- 
ly the ill-natured SatisfaQion of curſing 
all his Opponents, and ſwearing Bloodi- 
ly that he wou'd uſe all his Intereſt 
to have their Charter taken from. them ; 
Nay, tho' he was ſure to loſe his own 
Gown and Freedom by the Bargain, 


| | Methinks by this time I behold - your 
| L-—þ turning P the Whites of our 
| Phart- 


. 00 
Phar faical Coglers with a -ſeeming Inz 
dignation againſt and a more than or- 
dinary Concern at* the Conduct of the 


vile Hypocritical Mer ch here before 
Us. VIPS * 210. 1: 1 hoo! : 79 
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Never make any wonder at it Man; * 


TE — Mats Nomine « a Te 


Fabula narratur i. — 


Tot are the very Perſon who tüm cry 
out with the utmoſt Rage againſt all 
who have the Zeal to oppolk: your dar- 
ung Laritudinarian Principles. You pal- 
pabl ly Ivade our Religions Rights; and 
yet if the Convocation, 'a Snape, a Law 

a Sheflock, a Oxctburn, a Trapp, a Cannon, 
or any honeſt Clergyman or "Layman 
i at the Expence of lighting up a- Beacon 
as a Signal of an approaching Enemy, 
what a Coil do you keep! How do 
you Thunder out your Anathemas, 
your, Bruta Fulmina; and Curſeꝰ all 
"that ſtand in your way by Bell, Book; 


ind Cundle. | 
; — Nor 


CES 


Nox are: you content to , diſturb, the 
Repoſe ot his Majeſty's Liege- Pegple 
with your Own Works alone, with thoſe 
L mean that hear your awful Name in 


their Titles; hut when any doughty 


Combatant has the Aſſurance to mount 
the Stage in your Bęehalf, you, fail not 
to Halloo him on with Prefaces. and 
Poſiſcripts of an unconſcionable Length, 
So IK if one mig ht vel at their. Vie 


wou d imagine. you deſ ign'd. ther 1 bor 
Winding-Sheets in caſe any of your Seconds 


ould, Kall in the Venn 91.39 3A 
5 uoy ? 10 22G 

But are wake \Heroes of yours in good 
earneſt ſuch terrible Creatures that they 


cb: 10 


* SIZE 


muſt, be :ſtroked, andi ſooth d, and; car 


reſs d, for fear they ſhould turn, upon 

their Keeper * 2 Or are they ſuch. bafhfu] 

timorous, Souls that. you. are 9 tp 

clap them on their Backs, and er 

their Mouths in or der to mils their, ſig] 

ing Spirits ? 3 140 
B 2 
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You ſeem hereby, in my- wenig o- . 
pinion, to Copy after ſome of our fa- [for 
mous Cock-Matchers. - And, if a favourite 
Jewel is to enter the Lifts, you ſet him 
down upon the Pit with a Bonne Grace; 
and a long Preface ſerves as'a | Prelude 

td the enfiing Combat. When the 
Battle is ended, if you find he has pro- 
ved a Good Heeler, you are no leſs ready 
to ſound your Trumpet in a 'tedious and 
unharmonious Poſtcript : Et ita inſulſiſ- 


ſemis Labris quaſi 7 omen Mlius deoentars. 


At other- tines Ts if you had (uni 
loſt the Eyes of your Underſtanding ) yo you 
Act the Part of a Blind Cut; and Peck: 
and Sparr, and Flusker at every thing 
that does but touch you: And, like Ra. 
gotin's Turn- Style, deal your undiſtin- 
gulſhing Blows with equal Fury amongſt 
Friends and Enenues; and if the Paſſen- 
Ser takes not a more than ordinary care, 
di Ten to One but he receives 2 
Thump on the Guts that ſhall. make 


him keck. 
ö a 


4 


03] 


A fair Opportunity here offers it ſelf 
for numerous Citations out of your late 


Theological Pieces to make good this 


beavy Charge. Worts Theology did 
I call them! Forgive the heedleſs Miß 
nomer: For an ordinary Ballad- Singer 
may wich equal Confidence put off his 
Party-Songs and Madrigals for Anthems, 
and ' ſpiritual Hymns. Your Sophiſticate 
performances are in almoſt every Body's 
Hands, and have ſufficiently tired both 
Me and all your Readers: I ſhall there- 
fore ' forbear ſpoiling any more Paper 
with odious Repetitions of ſuch fulſome 


Stuff. For I am ſenſible it wou d be 48 


nauſeous an Undertaking, as the ſwal. 


lowing a Bolus a ſecond time after the 
Stomach had diſcharged i it once already, 
And we know of a' certain Perſons 
Writings which, notwithſtanding we 
place: them in the moſt advantageous 
Light; do ſtill Ae to be but one 
large Blot of OT". 


0 
f ö » 
| Me- 


- 
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Methinks thoſs * oy under-F 
take to write Anſwers to ſome of your f 
A s Eabours? have à more diſa- 
greeable Proviiſace"td go through than 
the Maitres des [Baſſer-Ogronerg;jori Ga. 
gert of Faults; wle, tho, employ'd in 
the baſeſt Qccapatiot upon Earth, yet! 
meet now and then with a Hatch. or 4 lengt 
Piece of Gold ta make them ſome: Imall Bas 
Amends for ther Pains they are at in ish. 
keeping the reſt of Mankind Sweet, and ar 
Clean, and free tom Infection ] can: 70 
not but acknowledge that the higheſt (* 
Commendations are: due to the Publick heir 
Spiritedneſs of tlioſe excellent Perſons [© © 
abovenamed, who employ ſome of their [ wil 
leiſuxe” Hours: in the offenſive Drudgery ind 
of ſearching into the Excrements:gf your * 
Brains, in order to prepare proper Huti- Ptre 
dotes for the Poiſon they are ſure to meet Pur 
with. But I muſt own it even grieves tim. 
me to the very Heart to think how ſad- nd 
ly they bedawb themſelves withg raking is 
into ſo much Dirt, and Mud, and Naſti- well 
neſs. And yet, alas! after all their trou- r 
ble 


(959). 


ble and Pains, : what«ſtrange Treatment 
o they meet with in your 1 p's 
Replys? Their beſt:Preſcriptions are de- 
Aa. Fried as Quacl- Recipes, and themſelves 

ereby abuſed as a Company of Charla- 
tant . nd be (7 


1 1. 


And what, my hol! FW] have: you at 
len Sth quite forgot your. once darling 
nl ain, That whoever attacks us in our 
J in Ni ights and Priviledges; is in a State of 


and ar withas; and maybe treated as. our 
* 


Anceſtorꝭ did the Wolves that hereto- 
bre infeſted our Country; or as We, 
heir Pro geny do a mad Dog, whenever 


gheſt 
blick 
rſonꝭ 
their 
Igery 
your 
Anti- 


will confeſs my ſelf of your L--—'s Mind; 
nd will grant you, that when a mad Dog, 

mad any thing eiſe, is broke looſe into our 
ſtreets, all the good People in the Neigh- 
meer ourhood: ought to be up in Arms againſt 
ieves im. And if Canes, and Oaken-Plants 
ſad- End Paring-Shovels will not ſtop him in 
king us Career, I ſhall no longer blame any 
At. 
trou- 


ble 


or the Weal-Publick ſhall leave his 
Forge, 


ie comes in our Way 2 For once then 


well-meaning Vulcan, who, in his Zeal 


o 
— — — 


72 r ener nies 


: red bot Tron in his Fiſt to oppoſe the 4 


ſhou'd I chance at any time to pals. along 


C 


b 
2 


1 might here, not improperly, make the 


—.. — . 7e . p [Os ; C4. he 
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Forge, and run out As Shop with 2 


foaming Cur that has thus put all gy 
Pariſhioners into a bodily Fear. Or, 


the Streets, and find my ſelf in Danger 
of being overturn'd in my Chair by ſome 
intoxicated Rufhan ; I ſhall for Pas ans 
readily excuſe. my Footman, tho he 
ſhould exert himſelf in a more than or- 
dinary Zeal in the Defence of his Ma. 
ſter. I am conſident, that upon the like 
Occaſion, your p (notwithſtanding 

all your pretended Maderation) wou d 
ſecretly commend the Fellows Courage and 
and Honeſty, tho? his Looks, and Words] ©2c 
and Blows ſhou'd ſhew him to be Heated be 1 
beyond his uſual Temper ; nay, tho? he that 
ſhould: not only cudgel, and ſoundly Ask 
baſte the Roaſting-Pieces of the Aggref- 
ſor, but alſo ſinge his Beard, and Whiſ⸗ 
—_ and Tg vet bis Flambeau, . 


But ind the: Aale Nation 30 0 
* — one Man's Back, ſays your L—P? 


ſame 


171 


did to "his Valet-de Chambre, upon a 
Complaint he made to his Lordſhip. ; 


che That be war hated by all the Servants in 


the Family: How the P—x then have 
you Behav'd your ſelf, replied his 
Tlanbur - | 7112 


Pluck up a good Heart Man; ; you 
have more Friends than perhaps you ima- 
sine. And ſo long as there are Deiſts, 

e cinians, and Free-Thinkers in the Land, 
nel never make your ſelf uneaſy, as if you 
was in Danger of wanting Advocates 
and Admirers. And if one happens to 
| encounter a Diſſenter of any Denomination, 
he ſhall not fail to eſpouſe the Cauſe of 
bel that Good Man the B—p of B--r. 
Ask him how he likes your late Sermon 
refund Defences, and he ſhall immediately 

L :pplaud your wonderful Performances; 


zu, find will tip the Wink as if he had no 
I {mall Hopes of your ſpeedy Converſion to 
de alll his Sect, A Quaker, not many Days ago, 


ſeem'd almoſt cock-ſure of his Friend 
Ben: He had obſery'd (as he told the 
| C | | Com- 


{ame -Reply 8 a late Perſon of Quality 


| 
| 
| 
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Com pany) through the dark Fogs of your 
cloudy Labours'a kind of glimmering 
Light co break forth; and, notwithſtand- 


ing your preſent Obſeurity, had hourly 
8 pectations of your Ieninarian. 


If the Briewds hou'd not t be balk'd in 
their Expectations (And who knows how Pe 
far the Devil. may tempt one ?) Remem - plc 
ber, before the Time comes, that Puri- Br 
ty of Spirit does not conſiſt in a Sanctifyd || 
Look or Habit: And that to be extrinſi- 
cally conſpicuous, is by no means a cer- 
tain Symbol of intrinſical Excellence. 
No ! fof the blackeſt Fiend is till a Wick- 
ed Spirit, tho' he may ſhine a while in 
the borrow.d Luſtre and dazling Form of 
an Angel of Light. As the Devil that 
looks over - Lincoln-College was till an 
ugly Monſter with Tail, and Horns, and 
cloven Feet, notwithſtanding his beinp 
New-whiten'd againſt the Publick Act; 
tho I doubt not but he was more ſtared 
at upon the Account of his Light Colowr'd 
Suit, than if he had continu'd in his old 
n Hard Livery. 


But 
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But without all Queſtion, you begin 


to think me inſufferably tedious ; and that 


I exceed the Bounds of an Epiſtle. Be 
that as it will, I have your L-—p's Per- 
miſſion to abound in my own Senſe, as 
you do in yours. And the Liberty of the 
Pen, tho' never ſo ſcandalouſſy miſem- 
ploy' d, is in ſome Peoples Opinion, A 


Branch of the Liberty of * Subject. 


I ſhall take Leave of your 'L-—p with 


a Petition, That you will be pleas'd to 


fling this into, the Fire as ſcon as you 
have peruſed it; out of a fond Opinion 
that I ſhall hereby ſee my ſelf placed 
upon the ſame Foot with thoſe Wikers 
who acquire a high Price and Value to' 
their Works, upon the ſole Account of 


their being burnt by the Common H 
nan. | 


J am, without Poſicript, 
Or further Ceremony, 
Your IJ. pe, &c. 


J. S. 


* 


Dublin Feb. och 1717, 
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